Having described Him, the cause of creation, Jones now describes
the agent that effected the creation :

Swift, at his look, a shape supremely fair

Leap'd into being with a boundless blaze,

That fifty suns might daze.

Primeval Maya was the Goddess nam'd,

Who to her sire, with Love divine inflam'd:

A casket gave with rich Ideas filled,

From which this gorgeous Universe he franrTd:

Jones brings in the casket, perhaps with Plato's theory of ideas in
mind, creation itself being no more than an imitation of those ideas.
Jones, however, doesn't accept the platonic system in its entirety,

According to the Sankhya school of philosophy, the creation was
caused by the first sound (Adyaspandana), and it is to this idea that
Jones refers next:

First an all-potent all-pervading sound

Bade flow the waters - and the waters flow'd.

From this water evolved an egg ( Brahmanda, as it is called, or the Egg
of Brahman), and from this egg came forth Brahman:

Till from its bursting shell with lovely state
A form cerulean fI utter'd o'er the deep,
Brightest of beings, greatest of the great:

This Brahman, however, is not the Brahma that creates, but Brahma's
own creator - God himself, for, from the Lotus in His navel comes forth
the Brahma of creation:

Full-gifted Brahma! Rapt in solemn thought
He stood, and round his eyes fire-darting threw;
But, whilst his viewless origin he sought,
One plain he saw of living waters blue
Their spring nor saw nor knew.

When Brahma is thus in a state of bewilderment, and not knowing of
his duty, he receives the command of the Lord:

Brahma! no more vain research persist;

My veil thou canst not move - Go; bid all worlds exist

The mystery of Narayana is, therefore^ beyond the reach of Brahma
himself. Then follows a description of Narayana, and Jones addresses
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